
World History, AP        Name: _________________________ 

Dunwoody High School     Date: _______________________ 
Dr. J. Davis          Class: ______________________ 
 

WHAP Theatre Presents: Apollo 13 
Directions: Answer the following questions while watching the film presented in class.  Be sure to 
address both sections concerning the video guide questions.  
 

1.Preparation: How did Jim Lovell get the opportunity to command Apollo 13, and how did his wife, 

Marilyn, feel about the mission? 

 

 

2. Crew Changes: Why was Ken Mattingly replaced by Jack Swigert just before launch, and how did 

Ken react to the news? 

 

 

3. Historical Context: Describe the launch of Apollo 13 and explain why it was such a significant 

event for America during that time period. 

 

 

4. The Accident: What happened during the routine stir of the oxygen tanks, and what did the 

astronauts lose when they were forced to shut down the fuel cells? 

 

 

5. Life Support: Why did the crew have to move to the Lunar Excursion Module (LEM), and what 

was the role of Mission Control during this transition? 

 

 

6. The Moon: As the astronauts passed the moon, what made that specific part of the mission so 

difficult for them? 

 

 

7. Crisis Management: What new problem forced the crew and Mission Control to create a makeshift 

filtration system, and why was power conservation so critical? 

 

 

8. The Home Front: How were the families of the astronauts coping back on Earth while the crew 

struggled in space? 

 

 

9. Recovery: Once the crew could finally see the exterior of their craft, what did they discover was 

damaged, and where did they eventually land during re-entry? 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=jim+lovell&kgmid=/m/01yj3s&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi-167Es82TAxXQ1fACHfmSBC4Q3egRegYIAQgCEAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=ken+mattingly&kgmid=/m/02tg2p&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi-167Es82TAxXQ1fACHfmSBC4Q3egRegYIAQgCEAY
https://www.google.com/search?q=jack+swigert&kgmid=/m/01_zxm&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi-167Es82TAxXQ1fACHfmSBC4Q3egRegYIAQgCEAg


10. Legacy: In the end, what was the technical cause of the accident, and why is this mission often 

referred to as a "successful failure"? 

 

 

 

 

Part II: Extended Response.   

Choose ONE (1) of the questions featured below and use the lines provided to construct a DETAILED 

response to this question.  Your response should be AT LEAST FOUR to SIX good sentences really 

explaining your idea behind the prompted question and provided examples to help explain your view.  

Check the box for the question you are choosing to respond.  

 

   The Propaganda of Preeminence: President Kennedy viewed the Apollo program as a critical 

"Cold War gambit" to prove the superiority of democratic capitalism over communism. How does the 

film's portrayal of NASA’s "can-do attitude" and technological prowess serve as a reflection of this 

American desire to project global leadership? 

   Public Apathy and National Prestige: In the film, television networks initially refuse to air the 

crew's broadcast because "going to the moon" had become "routine". Considering that the Space 

Race was a strategic instrument for national morale, what does this shift in public interest suggest 

about how the perceived stakes of the Cold War were changing by 1970? 

   Masculinity and the Cold War Hero: The film constructs the astronaut as an idealized figure of 

"American character and fortitude". In the context of the Cold War's "winner-take-all" mentality, how 

does the crew's shift from a mission of lunar conquest to one of simple survival challenge or reinforce 

the traditional image of the American hero? 

   Scientific Cooperation vs. Geopolitical Competition: While the Space Race was rooted in 

military-industrial competition and missile capability, the film highlights a universal human response to 

the crisis. Does the "world response" depicted during the re-entry scene suggest that the Apollo 

program had transcended its Cold War origins to become a "noble narrative" for all of humanity? 
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