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Step 1:  Mark-up and identify what the prompt is asking you to do (up to 2 minutes) 
This is where you figure out what the prompt is asking you to do. 
 

What reasoning process are 

you being asked to 

demonstrate? (mark all that 

apply) 

Cause & Effect? Comparison & 

Contrast? 

Continuity & Change 

over Time? 

 

 

What is the significance of 

the beginning and end 

dates? 

Beginning Date? End Date? 

What is the topic of the 

prompt? 

 

 

 

  
Put all this together and 

rewrite the prompt here in 

the form of a question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Step 2: Before looking at the documents, brainstorm a list of pieces of specific, factual evidence 
that is relevant to the prompt. (up to 1 minutes) 
Some of this might end up being mentioned in the documents, which means you will not be able to use it as 
“evidence beyond the documents,” but I like to brainstorm the list first. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Step 3: Summarize and consider how you can use ALL SEVEN documents to answer the 
prompt.  (10 minutes)  
In one sentence, summarize the main point of the document in one column and in one sentence explain how 
the document helps answer the prompt.  
 

Doc 
# 

Summarize the document: How does the document help answer the prompt? 
Remember: “This shows/ demonstrates…”    

1. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

2.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

3.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

5.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

6. 
 
 
 
 

  

7.  
 
 
 
 

  

 
Step 4: Analyze the SOURCE of FOUR of the documents  (5 minutes)  
This is for the dreaded “sourcing” point or HIPP analysis.  To earn this point, you must do more than simply 
identify the historical situation, intended audience, purpose or point of view (POV).  You must explain why 
considering the historical situation, intended audience, purpose, or POV matters for your argument.   

• Historical Situation: What was happening at the time this document was produced?  Be more specific 
than just the time period.  Why does this matter for the argument you are trying to make?  

• Intended Audience: For whom was this document created?  How does that affect how we should 
interpret it?   

• Purpose: Why was this document created?  How does that influence its interpretation?  

• Point of View: How could the creator’s ethnicity, class, race, gender, religion, occupation, etc.. influence 
the view expressed?  How does this influence the interpretation of the document?   

 
If you are unsure how to do this, start with the quoted phrases located in the next chart to help you source: 



SOURCING SKILLS 

Historical Situation Audience Purpose Point of View 

Key question: How is the larger 
historical context of this document 
significant to the argument? 

Key question: Why is the audience of 
this document significant to the 
argument? 

Key question: What was this document 
meant to do, and why is that significant 
to your argument? 

Key Question: Why does he/she say 
what he/she says in the way that 
he/she says it? And why is that 
significant to your argument? 

Begin your sourcing like this: Begin your sourcing like this: Begin your sourcing like this: Begin your sourcing like this: 

● “In the context of…” 
● “This document was 

written during…” 
● “This was written at the 

same time as…” 
● “During this time…” 
● “This was the era of…” 

 

● “This was written to…” 
● “The audience for this 

document was…” 
● “The author was reaching 

out to…” 
● The author had X in 

his/her mind…”  

● “The author’s intent for 
this document was…” 

● “The author’s purpose in 
writing this was...” 

● “The author wanted to 
motivate his/her audience 
to…” 

● “The author’s perspective 
was likely influenced by…” 

● “Given that the author was 
X, he/she was likely to 
believe…” 

● “The author would have 
been affected by…” 

● “The tone of the author 
suggests…” 

*Courtesy of Heimler’s History 

 
Doc  
# 

Sourcing Skill:  Why this matters to the interpretation:  

1.  
 
 
 

 

2.   
 
 
 

 

3.  
 
 
 

 

4.  
 
 
 

 

 
Step 5: Group all SEVEN documents as well as at least ONE piece of evidence beyond the 
document into groups that will become your body paragraphs and lines of reasoning (2 min)  
The classic way to do this earn the complexity point is to create two groups of documents that support your 
claim and one group of documents that presents the counterargument to your claim.  Remember to consider 
the reasoning process of the question:  

• Cause & Effect: What were two (or more) primary causes or effects of the development?  

• Compare & Contrast: What are two (or more) aspects that make these two moments similar or 
different?  

• Continuity & Change over Time: What are two (or more) examples of change and continuity?   
 
Be sure to write the TWO reasons that support your claim, and the one counterargument to your claim out as a 
topic sentence.  (You can list them out here):  
 



Supporting Argument Part 1 Topic Sentence  

 

 

 

 

Docs/Evidence Beyond the Documents 

that support this line of reasoning: 

 

Supporting Argument Part 2 Topic Sentence 

 

 

 

 

Docs/Evidence Beyond the Documents 

that support this line of reasoning 

 

Counterargument Topic Sentence 

 

 

 

 

Docs/Evidence Beyond the Documents 

that support this line of reasoning 

 

 
Step 6: Draft your thesis borrowing from the topic sentences you just created.  (up to 4 
minutes) 
We are going to experiment with a complex thesis statement here:  
 
 
 
 
Counterargument: Present the position that goes against your argument 
The Claim: This is where you state your position on the prompt 
The Lines of Reasoning: This where you state the reasons why your claim is true (you should have 2 or 3 
lines of reasoning).  
 
Complex Thesis Formula 
-Despite [Counterargument], because [Line of Reasoning 1], [Line of Reasoning 2], Claim 
 

Your Thesis Statement 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 7: Contextualization (Approximately 5 minutes) 
Contextualization is best thought of as the “Star Wars Crawl.”  In two to three sentences, you need to describe 
specific historical events leading up to and relevant to the prompt. 
 

Contextualization 

Sentences:  

In this box, write two-three 

sentences describing what is 

going on leading up to your 

argument. I need to see at 

least two specific historical 

events or names that are 

relevant to the prompt. 

 

 
Important Note: Though you drafted your thesis first, your contextualization should be the first thing you write 
in your response, followed immediately by your thesis in the introductory paragraph. 
 
Step 8: Write your Body Paragraphs (Approximately 32 minutes) 
Now you will provide the specific evidence that supports the Lines of Reasoning you identified in your thesis.  
Create your body paragraph by following this simplistic format. 
 

Line of Reasoning 1 

Topic Sentence 

 

 

 

Describe the 

content of the first 

document that 

supports this line of 

reasoning. 

See the summaries you wrote in Step 3 

 

 

 

 

If not sourcing, 

support your 

argument using the 

document. 

See the summaries you wrote in Step 3 

“This shows…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If sourcing, 

describe the 

Historical Situation, 

Intended Audience, 

Purpose or Point of 

view, and then 

considering this, 

explain how the 

document supports 

your argument. 

See step 4. 

Repeat for each document or Evidence Beyond the Document that you will use in this paragraph 
 
 
 


