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DBQ Scoring Rubric 
Point Category Scoring Criteria  Rules to Score  

 
Contextualization 
 

0 or 1 point 
 

 
1pt total  

• Describe a broader historical context / 
gives detailed background information.  
 

To earn this point the response 
must START with background 
information not dating more 
than 100yrs back to set-up the 
scene for the thesis.  

 
Thesis / Claim 

 

0 or 1 point 
 

 
1pt total  

• Thesis responds directly to the prompt 

• Claim establishes a line of reasoning  
 

To earn this point the thesis 
MUST NOT restate/ rephrase 
the prompt 
Thesis MUST be located in 
either the intro or conclusion.  

 
Evidence 

 

0   1   2   
points 

 

(2-3 sentences linking the docs back to prompt) 

3 pts total 

• Use at least THREE (3) documents in 
addressing the prompt. (1 POINT) 

• Use at least SIX (6) documents in 
addressing the prompt (2 POINTS) 

 
To earn one point, the 
response must accurately 
describe (not quote) content 
from at least THREE (3) 
documents.  
 
To earn two points, the 
response must accurately 
describe (not quote) the 
content from SIX (6) 
documents, using them to 
support the argument in 
response to the prompt.   

 Incorporated doc? Provide Evidence?  

Document 1   

Document 2   

Document 3   

Document 4   

Document 5   

Document 6   

Document 7   

 
Evidence beyond 

the Document 
 

0 or 1 point 
 

 
1pt total 

• Uses at least ONE additional piece of 
specific historical evidence beyond 
that found in the documents that 
relates to the prompt.  

To earn this point, the 
response must use more than 
a phrase or reference.  This 
additional piece of evidence 
must be different from that in 
the contextualization section.  

 
 
 

Analysis 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 pts total  

• 1pt = for at least THREE (3) 
documents, explain how or why the 
document’s POV, purpose, historical 
situation and/or audience is relevant to 
the argument.    

 
 

To earn ONE point, the 
response must explain how or 
why (rather than simply 
identifying) the document’s 
POV, purpose, historical 
situation, or audience relevant 
to the argument for three docs 
 
 



 
 

Analysis  
 

0 or 1 point 
 

• 2pt = demonstrates a complex 
understanding (complexity) of 
historical development (see point 
below) Must complete for TWO docs! 

 
Place the letter HIPP where this was done:  

 

• HistoricalSituation  

• IntendedAudience  

• Purpose  

• Point of View  
 
 

Doc #  

Doc #  

 
 

Complexity  
 

0 or 1 point 
 

To earn the complexity point… 

• Explain a nuance (subtle difference) of an issue by analyzing multiple 
variables 

• Explaining BOTH similarity and difference  

• Explaining BOTH continuity and change  

• Explaining multiple causes and effect relationships  

• Explaining relevant connections across time periods  

• Confirming an argument across multiple INSpect themes 

• Modifying an argument by introducing a counter-argument  
 

 

Total _________ / 7 

7 = 100 6 = 90 5 = 85 4 = 80 3= 70 2= 60 

 

Part II: Detail Analysis 
Directions: Address ONE (1) of the following review prompts below 
 
 
Overall, I thought your response was ______________________________________ because    

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The point you did the best job responding to was ____________________________ because you 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

When scoring your response, I was confused by ______________________________ because you 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 


