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Task 6A: Understanding Political Cartoons 
 

 
  
Part I: Imperial Puzzle  
Use the political cartoon provided in your table bucket to answer the questions.  Write your answers 
in the space provided below before moving on to Part II of the worksheet.  
 

1. ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Political cartoons depict political and social commentary in an artistic 

fashion.  The study of cartoons involves many academic disciplines such as 

journalism, mass media, political science, and history.  

Benjamin Franklin drew the United States' first political cartoon in 1754 (left), 

and it was very much a call to action.  Political issues have always provided a 

fertile source of cartoon expression.  It is amazing how the use of a cartoon 

image can capture and express so vividly the political climate of the time.  In this 

sense a cartoon is worth a thousand words.       Washburn University  

 



Part II: Cartoon Construction   
Think of how you would want to spread an anti-imperial message around the world during the Age of 
Imperialism (1870-1914).  Create an anti-imperial cartoon as either a rebuttal to the picture in your 
bucket OR simply your take on how things should have been different during this time.   Use the 
paper and supplies in your table bucket to complete this task.  
 
Your INDIVIDUAL political cartoon MUST contain…  
 

• At least ONE of the FOUR basic political cartooning techniques: labeling, symbolism, 
exaggeration, analogy or irony. (limit labels to THREE words max!) 

• Must be able to be sourced (Someone should be able to complete a HIPP analysis on your 
work).   

• Place the TITLE and Date of your cartoon at either the TOP or the BOTTOM of your image.  

• Think about the following questions when constructing your work…  
1.) Whom or what did you decide to include / leave out intentionally of your cartoon?  
2.) What imperialist practices are you rallying against? (i.e. taking raw materials, manipulation 

of trade, colonialism…)  
3.) What are the motivations / justifications for this anti-imperial stance you are taking? (Why?) 

 
 

 
 
Part III: Friendly Cartoon Analysis    
The final task is to participate in the political cartoon gallery walk.  This will showcase all of our 
classmate’s cartoon creations!  As you visit each cartoon, find THREE (3) to complete a HIPP 
sourcing as well as address the culminating question provided below.  
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What was the overall 
sentiment of this cartoon?  
 
 
 
 
 

What was the overall 
sentiment of this cartoon?  
 
 
 
 

What was the overall 
sentiment of this cartoon?  
 
 
 
 

 

 


