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KNOWLEDGE OF 

HISTORICAL 

CONTEXT/ 

RESOURCES 

Shows evidence of 
thorough 

knowledge of 

period in which 
source was 

written; relates 
primary course to 
specific historical 

context in which it 
was written 

 
 

Uses previous 

general historical 
knowledge to 

examine issues 
included in 
document 

 
 

Limited use of 

previous historical 
knowledge without 

complete accuracy 

 
 

Barely indicates 

any previous 
historical 

knowledge 

 
OPPOSING 

SOURCES 

Cites relevant, 
reliable evidence 

to support the key 
idea of 

primary/secondary 

sources; provides 
analysis and draws 

insightful 
conclusions about 
the relationship 

between the 
primary and 

secondary sources 

Cites relevant 
evidence to 

support the key 
idea of 

primary/secondary 

sources; analyzes 
and draws 

conclusions about 
the relationship 

between the 

primary and 
secondary sources 

Attempts to cite 
some evidence to 

support the key 
idea of 

primary/secondary 

sources; attempts 
to analyzes and 

draws conclusions 
about the 

relationship 

between the 
primary and 

secondary sources 

Does not cite 
evidence 

effectively to 
support the key 

idea of 

primary/secondary 
sources; does not 

effectively analyze 
and draw 

conclusions about 

the relationship 
between primary 

and secondary 
sources 

 

 

 

ATTRACTIVENESS 

 
Excellent use of 
font, color, and 

graphics 
complements the 

content; 
used a unique and 
original approach 

that truly 
enhanced the 

project 

 
Good use of font, 

color, and graphics 

complements the 
content; 

thoughtfully and 
uniquely 

presented 

 
Font, color, and 

graphics 

occasionally 
detract from the 

content; added a 
few original 
touches to 

enhance the 
project but did not 

incorporate it 
throughout 

 
Font, color, and 
graphics often 

distract from the 
content; little 

creative energy 
used during this 

project; was 

bland, predictable, 
and lacked “zip” 

 
CONTENT 

ACCURACY/ 

MECHANICS 
 

 
Completely 

accurate; all facts 

were precise and 
explicit.  

There are no 
errors in spelling, 

punctuation or 
grammar. 

 
Mostly accurate; a 

few 

inconsistencies or 
errors in 

information. 
There are few 

errors in spelling, 
punctuation or 

grammar. 

 
Somewhat 

accurate; more 

than a few 
inconsistencies or 

errors in 
information or 

incomplete.  
Errors in spelling, 

punctuation or 

grammar are 
evident. 

 
Very inaccurate 

and/or 

incomplete; the 
facts in this 

project were 
misleading to the 

audience.  
Errors in spelling, 

punctuation or 

grammar are 
numerous. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ORGANIZATION 

Extremely well 

organized; logical 
format that was 
easy to follow; 

flowed smoothly 
from one idea to 

another; the 
organization 
enhanced 

effectiveness of 
the project 

Presented in a 

thoughtful 
manner; there 
were signs of 

organization and 
most transitions 

were easy to 
follow, but at 

times ideas were 

unclear 

Somewhat 

organized; ideas 
were not 
presented 

coherently and 
transitions were 

not always 
smooth, which at 
times distracted 

the audience 

Choppy and 

confusing; format 
was difficult to 

follow; transitions 

of ideas were 
abrupt and 

seriously 
distracted the 

audience 


