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Dr. J. Davis       Class : ___________________ 

 
         Project #1A: Islam House of Wisdom 

Project Purpose:  
The House of Wisdom project gives students the opportunity to acquire course content from Units 1 
and 2 and connects directly to the course essential question about how human interactions shape 
global connections across time.  Students will also learn about the relationship between belief 
systems, empires and trade networks.  These relationships are the center of these initial course units.   
Students will take on the role of Muslim scholars presenting an argument for why their region is best 
to host the House of Wisdom 2.0; a center of innovation and learning.  Although students will take on 
the role of a Muslim scholar, they will also examine regions where Islam is not the dominant belief 
system; addressing concepts such as cultural diffusion and religious tolerance.  
 
Using a Pecha Kucha presentation system, students will develop a detailed argument (thesis) as to 

why their region should be the home for a NEW house of Wisdom!  Groups will also be responsible 

for providing a rebuttal to other geographic suggestions!  

Group Roles:  

Region Researchers: (1-2)  
Helps frame the argument by 
providing examples to support. 
Writes the opening statement 
as well as the rebuttal.  
 

Names of Group Members:  Task Completed?  
 

Y or N 

Opposition Researcher: (1-2) 
Looks for other regions / factors 
to consider to challenge outside 
arguments. Finds weaknesses 
in home group argument.  
Writes the strong / weak 
candidate statement.   

Names of Group Members:  Task Completed?  
 

Y or N 

 

Project check list 

_____ We have a creative Pecha Kucha visual presentation (within the presentation time limit) 

_____ We have our travel advertisement illustrated on the 11x14in (LEGAL) paper provided 

Project Due Date: ________________________________________ 

The location that we have chosen as a group is… (Circle)  

Granada       Zimbabwe      Timbuktu      Delhi  Malacca 

Tenochititlan     Machu Picchu 



Based on your group’s research, provide examples of STRONG ARGUMENTS for putting the House 

of Wisdom in your region?  

Name and Characteristics of 
Islamic Civilization 

GOOD examples from your region to support your argument:  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

1.) What might be some drawbacks to putting the House of Wisdom in your region?  How would 

you respond to those arguments?  

 

 

 

2.) What OTHER region might be a good alternative if your region is not picked?  Why do you 

believe this to be the case?  

 

 

 

3.) What OTHER region should absolutely NOT be picked to host the House of Wisdom?  Why do 

you feel so strongly towards this response?  

 

 

Topics / Characteristics to consider when creating your argument:  

• Network of exchange      Diffusion of ideas  

• Examples of technology     Social hierarchy and gender roles  

• Urbanization and key cities     Education  

• Examples of religious tolerance     Demography / Geography 

• Trade relationships/ items traded     Examples of syncretism  


