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History Channel Presents: The Barbarians (Mongols)
Directions: Answer the questions featured below while following along with the documentary video.

1. Describe life on the Eurasian steppes?

2. What takes place in 1175 between the Tatar and Mongol tribes? What is the result of this interaction?

3. How do the people of the Northern Chin dynasty in China perceive the fighting between the tribes of the
steppes as it pertains to them?

4. What happens to Chinggis Khan’s father in 1175 when he was an adolescent? What charge does his
mother give him as a result of his father’'s death?

5. What fighting and diplomatic techniques did Chinggis Khan incorporate in his attack against the Tartar tribe?

6. After battling and defeating the Tartars, what does Chinggis Khan do as his final blow against his enemy
tribe?

7. Describe the nomadic life the Mongols lived as they travel throughout the steppes?. (What are the sights
and smells that permeate the air)

8. 1n 1211, Khan and the Mongols choose to turn their attention to attacking the . How were the
Mongols so successful so quickly against their enemy? (What techniques did they use to win?)

9. What did the Chinese people think of the Mongol people?

10. What was the Mongolian Yam? How did this system work?

11. What initially prevented Chinggis Khan from annexing (taking over) certain areas approaching the Muslim
Empire?

12. What humiliating event on behalf of Khwarezima leader Muhammad would change Khan’s mind?

13. How did Chinggis Khan feel about going to war against Sultan Muhammad of Khwarezima?

14. Describe Khan and the Mongol’s strategic attack on Khwarezima? Did this work?



15. How did the Mongol’s permanently destroy the Muslim peoples? (Lasting until today)

16. What is one positive (indirect) result of Chinggis Khan’s growing Mongolian empire following his sack
against the Muslim empire?

17. In 1227, where does Chinggis Khan turn to attack next? At 60 years old, what unexpected event changes
this plan?

18. Explain the process of a Mongol burial for their leaders?

19. What is the result of the Mongol Empire following Chinggis Khan'’s death?

20. Describe the look of the four-turned-three kingdoms of the Mongol’s following Chinggis Khan’s death.
What was the problem facing the Mongol people?

21. Who was Timur? What happens to him as a result of his decisions during his youth which changes his
name for life?

22. How does he see himself as he grows older in age? What lie does he share with the public about his
ancestry?

23. Describe Samarkand. Once in power, what were some of the lasting attributes seen around his empire?

24. What type of military commander was Timur? (Describe his tactics — “terror as a weapon of war”)

25. Where are some of the areas in which he attacks and takes on behalf of the Timurid people?

26. Describe the defeat of the Ottoman Turks on behalf of Timur in 1402. Who else was extremely excited
about this defeat?

27. Where does Timur set sights to attack following the Muslim Empire? What turn of events prevents Timur
from achieving this goal?

28. What is the legacy behind the openly publicized grave?

29. With the work of Chinggis Khan and Timur, how did they indirectly open Asia to the modern world, even
seen today?

30. How is Chinggis Khan viewed today in Mongolia?



