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Abstract

Vietnam, a member of the ASEAN community, and Japan have been sharing Han-
Chinese cultural ideology (Confucianism, Mahayana Buddhism etc.) and pre-modern
history; therefore, a great number of common values could be found among the
diverse differences. As a paddy-rice agricultural state of Southeast Asia, Vietnam has
localized Confucianism and absorbed it into Southeast Asian culture. Therefore,
Victnamese Confucianism has been decentralized and horizontalized after being
introduced and accepted. Beside the local uniqueness of Shintoism, Japan has shared
Confucianism, the Indian-originated Mahayana Buddhism and other East Asian
philosophies; therefore, both Confucian and Buddhist philosophies should be wisely
laid as a common channel for cultural exchange between Japan and Vietnam.

This semiotic research aims to investigate and generalize the symbol of dragons in
Vietnam and Japan, looking at their Confucian and Buddhist absorption and separate
impacts in each culture, from which the common and different values through the
symbolic significances of the dragons are obviously generalized. The comparative
study of Vietnamese and Japanese dragons can be enlarged as a study of East Asian
dragons and the Southeast Asian legendary naga snake/dragon in a broader sense. The
current and future political, economic and cultural exchanges between Japan and
Vietnam could be sped up by applying a starting point at these commonalities.
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