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The People’s Century: Freedom Now (ep13) 
Directions: Answer the questions below while watching the documentary on global decolonization.     
                               

1. Describe how Indian people lived under British rule around 1939, or the start of World War II?  

 

 

2. What happened after the Second World War which enabled India to fight for self rule?  

 

 

3. How did fieldhand Satpal Saini describe the moment that his country, India, received their 

freedom?  What did people do?  

 

 

4. What “price” was becoming due on the eve of Indian independence when it came to self-

identity?   

 

 

5. What tools were used by Europeans within their colonial strongholds to keep the people under 

their rule?  

 

 

6. What was the job of the Colonial Office located in London, England concerning British 

colonies?  

 

 

7. Why was Africa so important to keep imperialized following World War II?  

 

 

8. Discuss agricultural issues experienced by Cocoa farmers on the Gold Coast.  

 

 

 

9. Where did the African decolonization effort begin?  What was the outcome of the first freedom 

movement?  

 

 

10. What was different about the settlement of land in East Africa, areas like Kenya?  

 

 

11. Who was Jomo Kenyatta?  What was the Mau Mau? How did Kenyatta feal about the 

violence?  



12. What made decolonization efforts different in East African than in the West?  

 

 

13. What was the issue behind the Suez Canal in Egypt  

 

 

14. Who represented the United States at the Gold Coast Independence celebration?  

 

 

15. What did France grant to the Algerian people if they resisted the militant rebel forces?  

 

 

16. What did French President Charles de ’Gaulle say to the Algerian people during his scheduled 

visit to the country in December 1960?  

 

17. What future problems awaited African countries who were able to sustain their independence 

during the Age of Decolonization?  

 

 

18. What was Scientific Socialism which took root in Ghana under President Nkrumah?  

 

 

19. What were the benefits of the Volta Dam?  What were some of the disasters that followed its 

construction?  

 

 

20. What happened to President Nkrumah in 1966?  What was happening in Ghana to force this 

decision? 

 

 

21. Discuss the efforts to decolonize in the Belgian Congo.  Was their independence really a 

success?   

 

22. By the end of 1960s most African countries had established self-rule with the exception of 

who? 

 

 

23. Compare decolonized India to that of different areas in Africa who also received their 

independence?  How were their stories alike?  How were they different?  


